H. R. No. 70.
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Read twice and committed to a Committee of the whole House
to-morrow.
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Concerping pre-emption rights given, in the purchase of lands, to cer-
tain settlers in the State of Louisiana, and in the Territories qf"
Missouri and Blinois.

1 - Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of

2 the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That

(]

every person, and the legal representatives of every person
4 entitled to a preference in becoming the purchaser, from the
5 United States, of a tract of land, at private sale, in the Statreﬂ

of Louisiana, and in the Territories of Mlssouu and Ilhnoxs,

o

7 ‘.ccordmg to the provisions of tl’e act, exmtled “ An act ngmg
8 the rlght of pre-emption, in the purchase of lands, to certam
9‘ settlers in the Illinois Terruory, passed February ﬁfth ~one
10 thousand elght hundred and thlrteen,” and the ﬁfth sectlon of

»,.;_-;,. fla

11 the ¢ Act for the ﬁnal ad]ustmem of land tltles in the State of



¥2 Louisiang and

“erritory of Missouri, passed April twelfih, on

13 thousand eight hundred and.fourteen,” shall make known his
I4 claim, by delivering a notice, in writing, to the register of the
15 land office for the distri(;t rin Whldl the land may lie, wherein
16" he skl rjﬁrtic‘ilfarry’ de'sigﬁfité’ the tract he claims ; which no-
17  tice the register shall file m his office, on receiving twenty-five
18 cents from the person delxvérmg the same. And in every case

19 where it shall appear, to the satisfaction of the register and
ppear, 10 e S g

20 receiver of public *noxie?i of the. land office, by the cath or af-
21 firmation of any competent and credible witness, that any per-

227 Sbn Who haS dehvercd hlS m)tﬂce of clalm, is eniitled to the

3

23 nght of pre-empuon in the purcnase thereaf, it shall be the

24 duty of the regxster and receiver to issue a certificate to the
25 person entitled to the same; and upon such certificate being
26 made, it shall be the duty of the princi’pal surveyor of the dis-
27 trlct in whlch the land lies, on the application of the party in-
28 terestea, to sur\-’ey, or cause to be surveyed under his direction.
29a tract of one hundred and 9&'& acres of land, by lines corres-
30 poncﬁng with tEe cardinal poiats, and in length not more than
31 double the breadth thereof, exceptin cases where prior claims
32 or nawgablc water-courses may render a deviation nececsa iy ;

33 ‘and the tracts surveyed shall consist of umpproprxa'e lands,

3:4 ﬁnot rlghtfully claimed by any other person i and shall, in every
10 25ntd ool

el

35 case, contam the culuvated land to which the person is en-
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‘dtled to the right of pre-émption : and‘in:cases where, by rea-

son of adjacent prior claims,.or_the contiguity of the improve-

ments of persons entitled. te the right of pre-emption, each per-

son cannot obtain a. tract of one hundred and sixty acres, the

vacant land applicable to the’ object shall be divided between
the several persons interested, by the principal deputy surveyor,
in such manner as shall appear te him most equitable and just:
and the surveyor shall return a plat of each survey to the re-

gister, together with a notice, in writing, designating each tract,

‘and the name of the personon whose behalf the survey shall

- be made ; whiclh netice the register shall cause to de recorded

in his office, on receiving fifty cents from the person delivering:
the same: and sach person shall have a right to enter the
traét for lvllrchase with the register of the land office, on pro-
ducing a receipt from the receiver' of px.lblic Vmoneys-, for at
lcast one twentieth part of the purchase money, as in case of
of.‘ger public lands sold at private sale: Frovided, no person
entitled to the right of pre-emption in the purchase of a tract
of land which has been surveyed under the authority of the

United States, shall be entitled to the benefits of this section.

Sec. 2. dnd be it further cnacted, That the provisions con-
tained in the before-recited acts, so far as regards persons set-

tled on fractions of sections, or fractional quarter sections, sur-
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vayectender: the authority of the United States, containing less

than. ane indred and sinty acres, be répealfed-: and that such
persons, under the like circumstances, shall be entitled to all
the rights, benefits, and advantages specified in: the said recit-
ed: acts, as those settled on quartes sections ; and also the privi-
lege of purchasing one or more adjoining fractional quarter
sections,ineluding their improvements, or the fractions improv-
ed by ;hem, and the quarter section or fraction adjoining, or
(at their optien) only the fraetion improved, although less than
a quarter section ; and the provisions of the said recited acts
are hereby made applicable to them, so far as they are consis-

tent with: the provisions of this act.

SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, That in cases where two
or more persons, entitled to the right of pre-emption, ave settled
upon one quarter or fractional quarter section of land, each
person shall be authorized to purchase one quarter section or
fractional quarter section of the section or fractional scction of
land upon which they are so scttled ; and the section or frac-
tional section upon which such persons are settled, shall be
equally divided between them, in such maunner as the register
and receiver, within whose district the land lies, shail deter-
mine and direct, so as to secure, as far as may be practicable,

to every such person, their improvements respectively.
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SEc. 4 And be it further enacted, That the register and re-
ceiver, for taking the proof and issuing a certificate, shall be en-
titled to receive, of the person in whose favour the same shall
be issued, the sum of seventy-five cents each ; and the sur-
veyor shall be paid for his services by the person on whose
behalf the services shall be performed, at the rate of three
dollars per mile, for making the survey, and seventy-five cents

for each plat and notice by him returned,



